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CommenCement
Saturday, December 13, 2014
9:30 a.m.
Ogden College of Science and Engineering 
College of Education and Behavioral Sciences 
Potter College of Arts and Letters
2:00 p.m.
Gordon Ford College of Business 
University College 
College of Health and Human Services
One Hundred Seventy-Sixth
 Two Thousand Fourteen Fall Commencement 3  
Order of Exercises
Saturday, December 13 
9:30 a.m.
President Gary A. Ransdell, Presiding
 Grand March Professor Jack Thacker, Chief Marshal 
 (Audience seated)	 Dr.	Jeff	Bright,	Conductor, WKU Brass Choir
 Presentation of Colors WKU Army ROTC Color Guard
 National Anthem and State Song Mr. Joshua Pulley 
 Welcome President	Ransdell
 Student Salutation	 Mrs.	Nicki	Taylor,	SGA President
 Recognition of Honor Graduates Mrs.	Tiffany	Robinson,	University Registrar
 Recognition of the Faculty and	 Dr.	A.	Gordon	Emslie,	Provost and Vice President for 
	 Presentation	of	Candidates	for	Degrees	 	 Academic	Affairs
 Conferral of Degrees President	Ransdell	and	Mr.	J.	David	Porter,	Chair, 
   Board of Regents
	 Reflections	 President	Ransdell
 U.S. Army Oath of Commission LTC Scott Walker, Professor of Military Science
 Presentation of Honorary Degree President	Ransdell,	Chair	Porter,	and	Provost	Emslie
 Presentation of Ceremonial Diplomas Ogden	College	of	Science	and	Engineering 
	 	 	 Dr.	Cheryl	L.	Stevens,	Dean
  College	of	Education	and	Behavioral	Sciences 
	 	 	 Dr.	Sam	Evans,	Dean
  Potter	College	of	Arts	and	Letters 
	 	 	 Dr.	David	D.	Lee,	Dean
 Greetings from Alumni Association Mr.	Roger	Casalengo, President of Alumni Association
 College Heights Mr. Pulley
 Recessional Platform Party 
 (Audience seated)
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Order of Exercises
Saturday, December 13 
2:00 p.m.
President Gary A. Ransdell, Presiding
 Grand March Professor Jack Thacker, Chief Marshal 
 (Audience seated)	 Dr.	Jeff	Bright,	Conductor, WKU Brass Choir
 Presentation of Colors WKU Army ROTC Color Guard
 National Anthem and State Song Mr. Joshua Pulley
 Welcome President	Ransdell
 Student Salutation	 Mrs.	Nicki	Taylor,	SGA President
 Recognition of Honor Graduates Mrs.	Tiffany	Robinson, University Registrar 
 and Ogden Foundation Scholar Award
 Recognition of Faculty and 	 Dr.	A.	Gordon	Emslie,	Provost and Vice President for 
	 Presentation	of	Candidates	for	Degrees	 	 Academic	Affairs
 Conferral of Degrees President	Ransdell	and	Mr.	J.	David	Porter,	Chair, 
   Board of Regents
	 Reflections	 President	Ransdell
 U.S. Army Oath of Commission LTC Scott Walker, Professor of Military Science
 Presentation of Ceremonial Diplomas Gordon	Ford	College	of	Business 
	 	 	 Dr.	Jeffrey	P.	Katz,	Dean
  University	College 
	 	 	 Dr.	Dennis	George,	Dean
  College	of	Health	and	Human	Services 
	 	 	 Dr.	John	A.	Bonaguro,	Dean
 Greetings from Alumni Association Mr.	Roger	Casalengo,	President of Alumni Association
 College Heights Mr. Pulley



















































































 Two Thousand Fourteen Fall Commencement 7  6 Western Kentucky University 
History of WKU












Green	and	 formerly	 the	 site	of	The	 Pleasant	 J.	 Potter	
College.	Over	the	next	decade,	 the	curriculum	focused	

























of	 Regents	 approved	 the	 formation	 of	 three	 more	
colleges:	the	Potter	College	of	Liberal	Arts,	the	College	



















curriculum	 offers	 seven	 baccalaureate	 degrees	 through	
100	majors,	 in	addition	to	 13	associate	degree	programs	
and	33	certificate	programs.	Graduate	study	 is	available	
through	 three	 doctoral	 degrees,	 a	 specialist	 degree,	





History of Academic Attire
A	 time-honored	tradition	of	great	dignity,	the		wearing 	of	academic	attire	is	a	survival	of		the	ecclesiastical 	garb	of	the	late	Middle	Ages.	The	academic	gown,	




Academic	costume	came	 to	America	 in	 1754	with	 the	
founding	of	King’s	College,	 now	Columbia	University.	
Styles	 became	quite	 varied,	 as	 they	were	 in	 Europe,	
but	 in	 1895	a	group	of	American	college	and	university	
representatives	met	 to	 establish	 a	 uniform	 system	
of	 academic	apparel	 for	 this	 country.	This	 led	 to	 the	




Gown, cap and hood
All	candidates	 for	degrees	and	those	who	hold	degrees,	
including	 university	 officials,	 faculty	 and	 visiting	
dignitaries,	 are	 attired	 in	 traditional	 cap	 and	 gown.	
Recipients	of	 the	associate	degree	and	 the	 bachelor’s	








The	mortar	 board	 is	 the	 headpiece	most	often	worn	


















The	 following	 is	a	partial	 list	of	colors	adopted	by	 the	
American	Council	on	Education	that	represent	the	various	
academic	disciplines:	
Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maize 
Arts,	Letters	and	Humanities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . White 
Commerce,	Accounting	and	Business  . . . . . . . Drab 
Communications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Silver	Gray 
Criminology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Golden	Yellow 
Economics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Copper 
Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Light	Blue 
Engineering  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Orange 
Fine	Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Brown 
Journalism  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Crimson 
Library	Science . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lemon 
Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pink 
Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Apricot 
Philosophy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dark	Blue 
Physical	Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sage	Green 
Public	Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peacock	Blue 
Public	Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Salmon	Pink 
Science  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Golden	Yellow 
Social	Work  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Citron 
Sociology  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . White 
Theology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scarlet













at	 formal	academic	occasions.	The	 face	of	 the	 sterling	
silver	medallion	is	a	replica	of	the	seal	of	the	university.
Gonfalons
Another	 symbol	 used	 in	 commencement	 ceremonies	 is	
the	 academic	 banner,	 or	 gonfalon.	A	 gonfalon	 is	 a	 flag	





units.	 The	 university	 seal	 is	 prominently	 displayed	 on	
each	gonfalon.
The Mace
Originally	 used	 as	 a	 weapon	 during	 the	 Middle 
Ages, 	 a 	 mace	 was	 carr ied	 to	 protect 	 a 	 ruler . 
Eventually	 this	 scepter-like	 instrument	 became	 an	
emblem	of	authority	and	became	popular	for	ceremonial	
purposes.	Maces	 are	 now	 carried	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	
academic	processions	 at	many	universities	 throughout	
the	world,	 representing	 each	 institution’s	 authority	 to	
confer	degrees.	
Western	 Kentucky	 University’s	 Mace	 contains	 several	
elements	 that	 are	 symbolic	 of	 WKU’s	 history.	 Hand-
carved	 from	 Kentucky	 cherry,	 the	 top	 portion	 of	 the	
Mace	 is	 a	 representation	 of	 the	 lantern	 on	 the	 dome	
of	 Cherry	 Hall	 and	 is	 a	 tribute	 to	 our	 founder,	 Dr.	
Henry	 Hardin	 Cherry.	 The	 University	 Seal	 contains	
the	 University’s	 motto,	 and	 carved	 bands	 around	 the	
shaft	 include	 significant	 dates	 in	 the	 evolution	 of	 the	
institution.	Gems	embedded	in	the	lower	portion	of	the	









The	University	 Seal	 features	our	 treasured	motto	 “The	







	 Mr.	Donald	 R.	Dizney	 is	 the	 Founder	 and	
Chairman	 of	 the	 Board	 of	 the	 United	 Medical	
Corporation	(UMC)	with	regional	offices	in	Houston,	
Texas,	 and	 San	 Juan,	 Puerto	 Rico.	 UMC	 has	 the	
responsibility	 for	 the	development	of	a	network	of	
nursing	homes	in	the	Southeast,	a	network	of	acute-
care	 hospitals,	 a	 multiple-location	 certified	 home	
health	 agency	 network,	 the	 largest	 privately	 held	
network	 of	 hospitals	 in	 the	 Caribbean	 located	 in	
Puerto	Rico,	pediatric	specialty	hospitals,	behavioral	
specialty	 hospitals,	 reference	 laboratories,	 and	 a	
variety	of	management	services.
	 Mr.	Dizney,	who	makes	his	 home	 in	Palm	
Beach,	Florida,	has	active	and	passive	roles	in	many	
companies	 in	 a	 variety	 of	 industries	 that	 include	
real	estate,	aviation,	banking	and	investments,	and	
health	care.	He	is	the	owner	of	the	highly	successful	







	 A	 transfer	 student	 in	 1962,	 Mr.	 Dizney	
attended	WKU	through	Fall	of	1964.	While	at	WKU,	
he	worked	at	the	Bowling	Green-Warren	County	Hospital,	




Sciences	 Complex	 to	 honor	 the	 training	 and	 guidance	
Miss	Turner	provided	him	during	his	time	at	WKU.		This	
center	 provides	 critical	 hands-on	 laboratory	 learning	
experiences	for	WKU’s	nursing	students.
Esteemed business leader, dedicated public servant, 
advocate for Health and Human Services, 
and friend of the Commonwealth
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Recognition of Academic Achievement
U	 ndergraduate	 s tudents 	 who	 ma inta in 	 outstanding	 scholastic	 achievement	 are 	 recognized	 at	 commencement	 according	 to	
the	 following	designations	 and	 are	 indicated	 in	 this	
commencement	program	with	 the	 respective	 symbols.	
Determination	of	 the	honor	status	was	based	upon	 the	




Degree	 candidates	 who	 are	 potential 	 honors	
recipients	 wear	 red	 and	 white	 honor	 cords	 during	 the	
commencement	ceremony.	Further	recognition	of	those	










-	 4.00	and	a	minimum	of	 27	semester	hours	earned	 in	
residence	(++).
Cum Laude	 -	 The	 honor	 given	 to	 students	who	 have	










completed	 their	 baccalaureate	 studies	with	cumulative	
overall	and	cumulative	WKU	grade	point	averages	of	3.80	
-	 4.00	and	a	minimum	of	 45	semester	hours	earned	 in	
residence	(***).
Honors College Graduates – The	Honors	College	requires	
students	to	complete	a	unique	set	of	enhanced	coursework	
while	 maintaining	 at	 least	 a	 3.2	 grade	 point	 average.	
Students	 completing	 a	 minimum	 of	 33	 semester	 hours	
and	a	Capstone	Experience/Thesis	Project	are	designated	
“Honors	 College	Graduates,”	 those	 completing	 33	 hours	
are	 designated	 “Honors	 Program	 Graduates,”	 and	 those	
completing	 18	 hours	 in	 their	 discipline	 are	 designated	
“Honors	 in	 the	 Major	 Graduates.”	 Students	 at	 all	 three	
designations	 are	 authorized	 to	 wear	 a	 gold	 medallion	
during	the	ceremony	and	are	designated	by	the	()	symbol	
in	the	commencement	program.
The Society of Distinguished Graduates seeks	to	recognize	
six	 graduating	 seniors	 for	 their	 contributions	 to	 the	
intellectual	 community	 at	 WKU	 beyond	 grade	 point	
average.	Inductees	were	recognized	by	President	Ransdell,	
academic	 deans,	 and	 Student	 Government	 Association	
and	were	awarded	white	tassels	for	commencement.
The Scholar of the College	 is	 the	 baccalaureate	 degree	
student	 in	 each	undergraduate	 college	with	 the	 highest	
cumulative	overall	grade	point	average	and	a	minimum	of	
60	semester	hours	earned	in	residence.
The Ogden Foundation Scholar Award	 is	 presented	 to	
one	 graduating	 baccalaureate	 degree	 senior	 who	 has	




for	 the	award.	The	 recipient	will	 receive	a	plaque	and	a	
monetary	award.




as	 an	 indication	 that	 the	 person	 will	 in	 fact	 receive	
a	 degree	 from	 Western	 Kentucky	 University	 at	 this	
commencement.	Conversely,	 the	 absence	of	 a	 student’s	
name	 from	 this	 list	 does	 not	 necessarily	 mean	 that	
the	person	will	 not	 be	 awarded	 a	 degree.	 The	 students	
whose	 names	 appear	 below	 made	 formal	 application	
for	 graduation	 by	 the	 date	 specified	 in	 the	 Academic	
Calendar.
Candidates for Degrees





































































































































Alyssa R. Pruett 












































































































































Dissertation:	Type of School and Parental Awareness of the  
 Clery and Minger Acts When Selecting a College in the  
 Commonwealth of Kentucky 
Dissertation	Chair:	Dr.	Aaron	W.	Hughey
Stephanie	Cornwell 
Dissertation:	The Relationship of Postsecondary Outcomes  
 for students with Disabilities in Kentucky Schools 
Dissertation	Chair:	Dr.	Janet	L.	Applin
Michael	Hamilton 
Dissertation:	Perceptions of Urban High School Teachers  




Dissertation:	The Minority Assistantship Program (MAP):  




 Support on Job Satisfaction: A Comparison Between U.S.- 
 Born and Foreign-Born Faculty 
Dissertation	Chair:	Dr.	H.	Randall	Capps
Jenaya	LeVon	Perdue 
Dissertation:	Passports, Global Citizenship, and the Black  
 Student: A Qualitative Study Uncovering the Dispositions  
 of Undergraduate African American Students Regarding  
 Global Citizenship 
Dissertation	Chair:	Dr.	Aaron	W.	Hughey
Meredith	Skaggs 





Dissertation:	Pre-Service Teachers: A Study of Self-Theories  
 of  Intelligence and Attitudes About Web 2.0 
Dissertation	Chair:	Dr.	Martha	M.	Day





















































































Ashley N. McWhorter 
Amy	C.	Mooneyhan 









































































































Middle Level Education 



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Sarah K. Wolfe 
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MASTER	OF	SCIENCE






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































24 Western Kentucky University 
292 Alumni Ave.







and Welcome to your 
Alumni Association
Your first year Alumni membership
is a gift from your academic Dean.
